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From The President 
This has been a banner year for the Pima County Chapter of the ASA and I 
would personally like to thank our hard-working board members, our chapter 
members, and all those in the autism community who supported our efforts to 
improve the lives of all affected by autism in Tucson and Southern Arizona.  
Some highlights from the year include the Peace The Puzzle Autism 
Walk/Run, the continuing improvement and expansion of the resource library, 
our growing collaboration with the Tucson Alliance For Autism, the ASA Na-
tional Conference in Phoenix, some great guest speakers at our monthly sup-
port meetings, and the tripling of the amount of money we were able to award 
in grants and scholarships.  Of course, we all know that the incidence of au-
tism is on the rise and the need for effective services and support continues to 
grow.  So let’s carry the momentum into 2008 and commit to increasing 
awareness and providing the best we have in support and services to individu-
als and their families affected by autism. 
Peter EarhartPeter EarhartPeter EarhartPeter Earhart    
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ASA-PCC Holiday Party/Annual Member Meeting 
Join us Saturday, December 1st from 11am-2pm at La Madera Park for our annual holiday 
gathering.  Come and meet the newly elected officers and directors.  Kids will enjoy the jumping 
castle, train, and crafts.  There will be lots of food, including GF/CF choices.  And don’t forget 
that Santa will be visiting and bringing gifts.  Please rsvp to president@tucsonautism.org or call 

520-577-7647. 
 

Inclusive Schools Week Celebration Event 
On Monday, December 3rd from 5-9pm at ATPT, 4710 E. 29th Street Bldg. 11, the Arc of 
Tucson will present a program that includes: 

9 A keynote address  
9 Screening of a powerful film documentary on Inclusion (TASH award recipient)  
9 Q & A with our panel of professionals, parents, and self-advocates  
9 An Inclusion workshop for practical strategies and take-home tools!  

Please call 520-225-7377 for further information, directions, and to RSVP. If you need special as-
sistance or accomodations, please let us know.  Childcare will be available if you call in advance. 

 
ASA-PCC Monthly Support Meetings 

Tucson Alliance For Autism Center 
1002 N. Country Club (two blocks south of Country Club and Speedway) 

 

Monday, January 7, 6-8pm with guest speaker to be announced.  
 

Monday, February 4, 6-8pm with guest speaker to be announced 
 

If you require on-site childcare please email president@tucsonautism.org at least five days in advance of the 
meeting.  The autism library will be open for your convenience.  
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Holiday Party and  
Annual Member 

Meeting 
Everyone in the autism community is invited to 

attend our annual Holiday Party. 

Saturday, December 1, 2007 
from 11 am to 2 pm 
at La Madera Park 

(Take Treat Ave. North from Speedway Blvd.) 

♦ Come and meet the newly elected officers 
and directors 

♦ Kids will enjoy the jumping castle, train, and 
crafts 

♦ Lots of food for everyone, including GF/CF 
choices 

♦ Santa will visit and bring gifts 
♦ Meet others in the autism community 
♦ It is important that we know how many will 

be attending, so please rsvp by emailing 
PeterEarhart@aol.com or calling 577-7647 
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Support Groups 
East Side Autism Support Group for parents, family, and friends of persons/children with ASD.  Meets 
the 4th Monday each month from 6-7pm at Wilmot Library.  Contact Wendy at wendyswartz@msn.com.  
 

Asperger Family Support Group for parents and relatives of persons/children with AS.  Meets the 2nd 
Thursday of each month from 7–9 pm at the TAFA Center.  Contact Regina at 520-401-4801. 
 

P.A.S.S. Autism Support Group for parents of children with ASD.  For meeting times and location, con-
tact Bridgett Head at 520-481-5105. 
 

Spanish-speaking Autism Support Group for families of persons/children with ASD.  Meets the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 6:00pm at 3655 E. 2nd Street (2nd Street DDD location).  Contact Norma Torres 
at 520-318-3510  x126. 
 

Military Autism Support Group for families of persons/children with ASD.  Meets the 2nd Sunday of each 
month from 2-4pm.  Contact Rebecca at 520-861-0208.  
 

Adult Asperger’s Syndrome Support Group – For adults with Asperger’s Syndrome.  Meets on the first 
and third Thursday of each month at 6 pm. at 501 E. Roger Rd. in the community building.  For more in-
formation please contact Barbara J. Nichols, Ph.D., 520-954-1490 or bjnichols@qwest.net.  
 

Adult Asperger’s Syndrome Family Support Group – For family members of adults with Asperger’s Syn-
drome.  Meets on the first Thursday of each month at 6 pm. at 501 E. Roger Rd. in the a private home.  For 
more information please contact Marilyn Reisch, 52074-8087 or sunsw@aol.com.  
 

Autism/Asperger Syndrome Support Group – for families of persons/children with ASD.  New group is 
meeting on the 3rd Monday of each month at 11:30 – 1:00 p.m. at the MIKID office located at 4500 E. 
Speedway Blvd #59.  Contact number is 520-882-0142. 
 

 Raytheon Parents Of Dependents with Special needs (RPODS) The RPODS group is open to any 
family who has a family member with a disability, not only Raytheon employees.  Meets on the 3rd Tues-
day of each month from 6 – 8:00 p.m. at Coco’s (on Broadway across from Park Mall).  Contact  Mary-
Lisa Orth , RPODS Chair 520-545-8319 or  mjorth@raytheon.com. 
 

Autism Brown Bag Lunchtime Support Group meets on Fridays from 12pm to 1pm at TAFA.  Lisa 
Nagy, mother of child with autism and U of A professor, will facilitate and the group is for anyone who 
wishes to discuss anything pertaining to autism. The Autism Library will be open and available.  Questions, 
call Lisa at 520-390-6983.  Everyone is welcome.  

Volunteer Opportunities/Announcements/Upcoming Events 
The 2007 Disability Legislative Forum will be Thursday, December 6th from 5-8:30pm at the Jew-
ish Community Center on River Road and Dodge.  State legislators who represent the Pima County 
area, local policy makers, and others will be on hand to "listen and learn" from families and consumers 
about what policies and services are important.  This is an excellent opportunity to talk with legislators, meet 
other families, enjoy refreshments and get an update on current issues.  Plenty of free parking and excellent 
handicap accessibility.  RSVP to The Arc of Tucson at 520-570-1295 with the number of persons attending. 
 

The Vanguard Preparatory School, a private non-profit school created specifically for children who 
learn differently, including those with Autism Spectrum Disorder, has announced that it will be 
opening September 2, 2008.  They will offer a 10 month school calendar, running from September 
through the end of June, at 480 E. Ina Rd.  They have hired one special education teacher, Christy Kelly, 
who will teach grades 1-4, and plan on having 2 aids for the class of 12 students.  They will begin accepting 
applications January 7, with an application fee of $35.  For more information, visit their website, 
http://www.vanguardprep.org. To request an application, click on the “request information" page and type 
"application" in the comments box.  Or email Cathy Curtin at cathycurtin@msn.com. 
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 Join ASA and add your voice to the growing number of families and professionals helping those 
with autism.  The bigger our voice, the greater the impact! 

 

  Join online at www.autism-society.org or fill in the following information and mail or fax to: 
Autism Society of America P.O. Box 96223 Washington, DC 20090-6223 Fax: 301-657-0869  

  

Member Information: 
   

  Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Address: ___________________________________________________________________________  
 

  City: _________________________________________________ St:________ Zip: ______________ 
 

  Phone: ______________________ Email: ________________________________________________  
 

  Membership Levels (Check one): 
  

$15 Student  ____    $30 Individual ____   $40 Family ____   $100 Professional ____  $1,500 Life____ 
 

  Payment Information (Check one): (Make checks payable to Autism Society of America) 
 

Cash ___      Check ____      Visa____        Master Card ___         American Express _____ 
 

  Name on card: ______________________________________________________________________ 
  

  Card #: ____________________________________________  Expiration:______________________ 
   

  Signature: ______________________________________________ Date:_______________________ 

 

The ASA-PCC has an e-scrips program where you can earn money for our local ASA chapter by 
shopping for your regular grocery items.  The coordinator for the program is Ruth Aguilar-Hansen and 
you can contact her to find out how to sign up by calling 520-909-0017 or email Ruth.Hansen@tusd1.org. 

 Volunteer Opportunities/Announcements/Upcoming Events (con’t) 


